[image: image1.jpg]| —
-

‘

SEIU

Stronger Together



Legislative Update

OHIO STATE COUNCIL
August 13, 2007

Congress Passes SCHIP Reauthorization Bills. Sign the SCHIP Petition to Show Our Support
Congress created the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) in 1997 through a bi-partisan effort to extend health care coverage to children in low-income families. In Ohio Governor Strickland has sought to expand this program in the recently passed state budget bill and move towards providing all children in Ohio with affordable access to health care. Today approximately 156,000 children live without health insurance in Ohio.

Just before leaving for August recess, both the U.S. House and Senate passed different bills to renew SCHIP and provide health coverage for millions of kids. Come September, the House and Senate bills will be reconciled in a conference committee, comprised of House and Senate leaders. Then the bill goes to President Bush for his signature – or a veto. If Bush follows through with his repeated threats to veto, Congress must be ready to override.
Our answer: Keep the pressure on. The more voices that are heard, the better our chance of beating back a veto. SEIU is circulating an online petition on the need to fix our broken health care system, starting with our uninsured children. Please visit the website link below to sign and petition and alert your Members of Congress to support SCHIP reauthorization as passed by Congress.

http://seiuaction.org/campaign/careforkids_fundschip_fusa

Report on Ohio House/Senate Committee Listening Tour on Health Care Concerns

Ohio legislators just completed a five-city tour where members from the House and Senate committees responsible for health care reform listened to testimony from organizational representatives and concerned individuals about the state of health care in Ohio. SEIU staff monitored the hearings at each location and SEIU members turned out in purple at several stops to show that we are watching. The hearings were held in different corners of the state: Cleveland, Toledo, Zanesville, Springfield, and Cincinnati. Yet several common themes were heard at every location. 

Across the state there are individuals who work hard, play by the rules, pay taxes, but because of a health condition beyond their control they have either lost insurance coverage or never been able to afford insurance. Often they are not eligible for Medicaid or other health care safety-net programs funded by the state. They are driven into debt and forced to make choices between their keeping themselves healthy or meeting their other financial obligations that leave them living in fear of what the future holds. 

In addition there were many witnesses who provided examples of programs that are working in communities locally that could be used as models and expanded statewide. Lastly a number of groups shared their ideas for comprehensive reform of Ohio’s health care system ranging from improved use of information technology to replacing our current insurance-based system with a single-payer program.

Now that the hearings are complete Republican legislative leaders plan to finish work on a comprehensive health care reform proposal (which has already been in the development stage) to be unveiled later in the fall. Governor Strickland has also identified a workgroup and has reached out to stakeholders to work on ways to tackle health care reform. We expect health care reform to be a major issue this fall with both the Governor and legislative leaders presenting different plans to address the problems identified by these recent hearings and the Governor’s workgroup. SEIU remains involved in the health care reform debate, monitoring the legislatures’ proposals and working with the administration to help identify solutions. Stay tuned for more updates as the debate continues.
Barack Obama Walks a Day in the Shoes of a SEIU Home Care Worker

Senator Barack Obama got an up-close-and-personal look at SEIU member Pauline Beck's life last week as he met with her and her family for breakfast in Alameda, California, then assisted her in the care of her 86-year-old client. As part of SEIU’s program to ensure presidential candidates better understand workers’ everyday challenges, Senator Obama saw firsthand what it means to care for someone who needs 24-hour care. Check out photos, video, news coverage, and more at  and Senator Christopher Dodd in recent months. Stay tuned for Senator Hillary Clinton’s “Walk a Day in My Shoes” experience this week.www.walkadayinmyshoes2008.com. Senator Obama was the 4th presidential candidate to walk a day in a member’s shoes following Senator John Edwards, Governor Bill Richardson
Prepared by SEIU Legislative Director Chris Collins

REMEMBER: POLITICAL ACTION TAKEN ON THESE ISSUES MADE POSSIBLE BY MEMBER CONTRIBUTIONS TO COPE/PAC







